
IconicNYC 

www.IconicNYC.org                                                                                          
80 East End Avenue●New York City●NY●10028 

 

 June 10, 2014 

 Ms. Laurie Cumbo 
 NYC Council Member 
 1 Hanson Place 
 Suite 201 
 Brooklyn, NY  11243 
 
 Re:  NYC Central Park Carriage Horses 
 
 Dear Council Member Cumbo: 
 
 I am writing to you because I do not want to see the Central Park Carriage Horses disappear.  The Carriage Horses 
 are an important part of New York’s heritage and a treasured part of my and many other’s memories of New York.   
 
 As a top tourist attraction and part of the fabric of city life, beloved by kids and adults alike, the carriages  provide 
 employment to 300 drivers (Members of the Teamsters Local 553),  countless others related to their care and the 
 businesses who depend on the them on and around  Central Park South.  
 
 The carriage horses have been part of Central Park and the New York City landscape, identity and imagination for 
 decades.  Countless films and television programs have included the carriage horses, marriage proposals made in 
 them and for some kids the first chance to pet a horse.  They are part of iconic New York City. 
  
 Every day we hear more about how those opposing the carriage horses have violated campaign finance laws,  
 have used threats and intimidation as a tactic.  I, myself, was subject to such tactics when speaking in front of an 
 audience.  Johanna Clearfield who has ties to NYCLASS and the Animal Liberation Front stood up and started 
 shouting, interrupting my presentation.    You may see this outburst at:: http://www.myfoxny.com/story/25594609/student-

 activist-heckled-at-carriage-horse-film-screening#ixzz33XSYjpJ0  

 
 Even as a 15 year old high school teenager, I know this is not how one comports oneself.  I believe most New 
 Yorkers would agree.  And I know that the majority of New Yorkers want the Central Park Carriage Horses to 
 remain. 
  
 Let’s not let a vocal minority impose their will on the majority of New Yorkers.  
  
 I ask you to consider the above as you approach any vote on the Council 
 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 Alexandra Summa 
 Founder  
 
 CC:  Demos Demopolos, President Teamsters Local 553  
  Mayor Bill de Blasio 
  NYC Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito    


