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 April 9, 2014 

 
 
 Mr. Ben Kallos 
 Council Member 
 NYC Council 
 250 Broadway 
 Suite 1738 
 New York, NY  10007 
 
 Re:  In Support of Teamsters Local 553 
 
 Dear Council Member Kallos: 
 
 I am writing as a constituent of yours, even though I am not yet old enough to vote.  
 
 For three years, I was fortunate enough to work for former New York City Council Member Jessica Lappin, whose 
 seat on the NYC Council you now hold.   I spoke and met with  her constituents everyday -- people dealing with 
 many different problems -- who more often than not just needed help getting through City bureaucracy to solve 
 sometimes the most simple issues.  As frustrated as they may have been, they ultimately believed New York City 
 was the  best place in the world to live.  So, on behalf of the constituents and my own love of the city,  I spent days 
 photographing  potholes on First Avenue, registering complaints about the Marine Transfer Station or  the 
 preservation of the NYC Public Library.  All issues that are at the forefront of concerns for the residents of the 
 Upper East Side, of which I am one.  I know that my small efforts made a difference in the lives of many fellow New 
 Yorkers, and helped make the City a better  place. 
 
 For me and many others, New York is a magical place like no other, filled with people of all types, restaurants  of 
 every variety, shops from corner bodegas to high end boutiques, entertainment available nowhere else, and open 
 24 hours a day for all that want to experience it. New York City is the center of the universe 
 
 Yet, for all the good here, every New Yorker knows this city can be a place of red tape, injustice and inefficiency.  A 
 place where a Mayoral pronouncement can profoundly affect the lives and livelihood of hundreds or thousands of 
 people.   The controversy over the ban of the Central Park Horse Carriages exemplifies this issue.   
 
 As a top tourist attraction and part of the fabric of city life, beloved by kids and adults alike, the carriages  provide 
 employment to 300 drivers (Members of the Teamsters Local 553),  countless others related to their care and the 
 businesses who depend on the them on and around  Central Park South.  It is unfathomable to me that Mayor de 
 Blasio would risk economic woes for these hard working New Yorkers – the very citizens Mayor de Blasio pledged 
 to defend. 
 
 Mayor de Blasio’s plan to substitute vintage electric cars for the horse carriages is not viable. 
 
 The cars do not exist. A prototype has never been produced and each car is estimated to cost $200,000 a pieces or 
 $13,600,000 to replace the 68 medallions or carriages.  Additionally, if these cars are to be driven on the streets of 
 New York, they will need to adhere to Federal National Transportation Safety Guidelines .  No plan exists for such 
 stringent testing  and no funds exist for the purchase of the cars not to mention the upkeep of the horses – leading 
 to their slaughter.  As Elizabeth Forel of NYCLASS in an op-ed piece dated October 27, 2013 stated, “The money 
 does not exist to  produce the cars because it is a bad, risky investment and only fools would throw their money 
 away on this. “ 
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 The carriage horses have been part of Central Park and the New York City landscape, identity and imagination for 
 decades.  Countless films and television programs have included the carriage horses, marriage proposals made in 
 them and for some kids the first chance to pet a horse.  They are part of iconic New York City. 
  
 I formed IconicNYC.org because I did not want to see an important part of New York’s heritage, the livelihood of 
 300 workers or a treasured part of my childhood, disappear senselessly.  Let’s not ignore the will of the 61% of 
 New York voters who want the horses to stay and invest in an investment that “only fools would throw their 
 money away on” 
 
 I ask you to consider the above as you approach any vote on the Council 
 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 Alexandra Summa 
 Founder  
 
 
 CC:  Demos Demopolos, President Teamsters Local 553  
  Mayor Bill de Blasio 
  NYC Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito 
    


